Village of North Palm Beach
Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes from the October 13, 2020 Meeting
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Maria Cassidy called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
ROLL CALL:
Maria Cassidy, Chair
Chris Cantwell, Vice Chair
Paul Beach
Bob Bell
Don Grill
Tim Hullihan
Mia St. John
Village Council Representative – None
Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Don Grill made a motion to approve the minutes; seconded by Bob Bell. The motion passed 7-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment.
DIRECTOR’ S REPORT:
Stephen updated the Board on park projects. At Anchorage Park, two benches were installed inside the
dog park and a “ memorial” bench next to the baseball field. Rotting wood along the outside bathrooms
was removed and repaired. At Lakeside Park, a trash compactor and multiple trash cans were installed.
A new bollard was added to the trail’s north pathway to help pedestrians get by without going around a
gate. Finally, the dumpster fencing inside the parking lot was removed so another parking space could
be added.
Stephen updated the Board on upcoming special events (with COVID restrictions). The annual Links 5K
Ghost Run went virtual this year and was still accepting registrations. All runs completed and turned in
between Oct.25 and Nov.7 will receive a medal. Drive-Thru Trick or Treating is a new event for
Halloween, taking place at Anchorage Park on Friday, Oct. 30 from 6pm-8pm. The department
requested resident- only reservations allowing only 10 cars every 20 minutes. The RSVP list maxed out
and we expect about 200 participants throughout the two-hour event. Included in the event is costume

contest where photos of all participants and winners will be posted on the Facebook page. Future
events scheduled in December are the annual tree lighting ceremony ( Dec. 2) and trolley rides (Dec. 18).
Stephen updated the Board on recreation programing. Mia Griner is the department’ s new supervisor
overseeing the Community Center. Youth Flag Football was revived after canceling in March due to
Covid. With 70 children registered, evaluations were held last week and practices start this week. The
department- run MINIs sport program was also brought back. The seven children (ages 3-5) registered
will focus on baseball, Mondays inside the Community Center gym. Contract programming also started
back this month. There is a youth Futsal program ( ages 6-18) Wednesday nights at the Community
Center. A Classical Fencing program ( ages 8-Adult) was added to Tuesday nights at Osborne Park along
with the return of Jazzercise, Table Tennis, Zumba and Clogging. Restrictions are in place on most
programs to limit the number attending and clients are required to wear masks when entering buildings.
Some contract instructors are not comfortable coming back and some classes have little participation.
NEW BUSINESS:
Stephen asked the Board for suggestions on park entrance signs. The current signs showcase a
great variance in colors/ presentation, whereas the intention is to make them uniform in
appearance. The Board discussed.
Stephen informed the Board that a FRDAP no match grant of $50,000 was applied for to replace
the Community Center playground. Board approval is necessary to move forward. Don Grill
made a motion to approve the FRDAP grant; Bob Bell seconded. The motion passed 7-0.
Stephen explained to the Board that he is taking a new ordinance to Council for approval. The
ordinance will prohibit commercial activities in parks. Recent resident complaints about private
businesses, such as a mobile fitness instructor and a car cleaning service, using public property
to generate revenue sparked the necessary action.
OLD BUSINESS:
The Board had inquired in a previous meeting about the sidewalk issue on Lighthouse Drive and
US 1 near SunTrust bank. Stephen informed the Board that it is a storm water issue Public Works
is taking a repair contract to Council in November for approval.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:
Maria Cassidy commented about the December trolley ride. She suggested that seats in the
trolley be taped off to help with social distancing.
Tim Hullihan made a motion that all the park entrance signs be removed and not replaced.
There was no second by any board member.
Bob Bell commented that he liked the idea of the park entrance signs staying the blue color.
Maria Cassidy said she wants to keep the park entrance signs because it helps to inform any new
patrons and visitors about our parks and the rules.
Don Grill asked about the gate near the Community Center basketball courts, stating it should
be locked when the field was not in use by Village- sanctioned sports. He mentioned a previous
time the Village kept the gate locked. Stephen responded that he would discuss with Mia, the
Community Center Supervisor to make that happen.

Bob Bell asked about options for the Marina’ s southern storage lot. Stephen responded that in a
previous email sent by Russ Ruskay, options would be ready to discuss at the November
meeting.
Tim Hullihan asked about new plans vs. old plans for the day-trailer parking spots. Stephen
responded that Russ Ruskay would discuss this at the November meeting.
Maria stated that when she was walking around the current dry storage area, she noticed some
trailers without proper tags. Shouldn’ t there be updated tags for every leased spot since the
fiscal year began Oct. 1? Stephen responded that recreation staff would check on these trailers.
Don Grill had asked for an update on how many leases relinquished their spot this year and how
many waitlisted were called to fill those spots. Stephen responded he would provide those
answers to the Board in November.
Paul Beach asked if the November meeting would be in person. This would provide an
opportunity to visit the dry storage south lot and discuss options for its future use. Stephen
responded that the Board would be noticed to the possibility closer to the date of the next
meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:
Paul Beach made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Bob Bell. Motion passed 7-0. Meeting
adjourned at 7:38 PM.
Minutes respectively submitted by Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation.
Attached is the slide presentation given by Stephen Poh during the meeting.

